
Superintendent’s Update
Wednesday, October 5, 2022

Today was the 21st day of school for the 2022-23 school year.  There are only 159
days left this year.

Yesterday was a half-day of school for all students and was our first professional
development day for faculty and staff.  There were many different workshops and
learning opportunities planned by our administrators, and an overview of the day’s
activities can be viewed HERE.  Our next professional development opportunity will be
a full day on Election Day (Tuesday, November 8). As always, the district’s 2022-23
school year calendar is available on the district’s website.

A schedule of the remaining open houses to welcome families and introduce teachers
is below:

As the Committee is aware, this past week the state released the spring 2022 MCAS
scores for all schools and districts in the Commonwealth. Accountability ratings
for all schools and districts were also released, and we continue to work closely with all
district staff to more closely examine these scores and the possible trends they
represent for students, schools, grades, and the district.  I sent home an email
notification to all parents/caregivers on Monday. Dr. Kelly and his team will have a
more comprehensive analysis of the district’s scores at our next School Committee
meeting on October 19.  Individual printed student score reports should be delivered
from the state to the district by the end of this week, and we expect these will be mailed
to individual student homes by Friday, October 14.

I wanted to again highlight the ongoing work of our new Bilingual Family Outreach
liaisons.  The district liaisons have continued their series of “Parent Coffees” at the
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1imG8KqfgYuyomogkv9_EvyjBIUG7jvHA/view?usp=sharing
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Avery School.  Avery EL teachers Mary Gallagher and Alexis Tochka have worked with
our EL Department Head Jen Robins to coordinate and support new student/family
registrations and other needs for our families.  The photos below show families whose
first language is Spanish (top photo) and Russian (bottom photo).  Albanian speaking
families will be meeting this week.

This past Monday evening we had the Fall meeting of the Town Wide PTO Officers.
There were 28 officers present representing all 7 district schools.  These meetings
continue to provide good insights into important district initiatives.  The OPM from the
Oakdale project (Bryan Jarvis) and SBRC Chair John Tocci were present to answer
questions about the project process, and we discussed the timeline for the upcoming

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BitxhTGvyTjd_JO8d7M2d8u66sI088OgRanF0roBsOY/edit?usp=sharing


Superintendent Search.  There was excellent discussion and engagement on all the
items listed on the agenda.

Just yesterday I learned that Greenlodge 2nd Grade Teacher Kerri Bryant was selected
as a 2022 Fenway Bowl Honor Roll Educator.  Kerri was nominated by one of her
students’ parents, and she was one of 30 educators selected from a pool of over 200
nominations from around New England for this special honor.  Kerri will be honored as
a part of the 2022 Wasabi Fenway Bowl at Fenway Park on Saturday, December 17.
This is a very well deserved honor!!!

Our elementary school counselors alerted me that Dedham will be a part of the
McLean School Consultation Service through McLean Hospital this year. The focus of
this series is on engaging and educating parents and caregivers in the
community. There are 4 free webinars available to all PreK-12 parents/caregivers in
Dedham. No pre-registration required. All webinars will also be recorded.  The first 4
topics will be:

- Understanding Self-Harm for Parents (Dr. Michael Hollander)
- Taking the Perfectionist Drive (Dr. Van Kirk)
- Mindful Parenting (Dr. Aguirre)
- Understanding Teens: Brains, Protection, and Risk (Dr. Silveri)

The Zoom links, dates, and times can be all found here: McLean Hospital Leaders in
Youth Mental Health Series.

I also recently learned from DHS that there will be a Dream Flight Day scheduled for
this Saturday, October 8th at Norwood Airport. Volunteer pilots of small planes and
helicopters provide rides to children who have faced adversity. You can learn more
about this organization at abovethecloudskids.org. The event goes from 9am until
1pm.  Student volunteers will also participate as "Joymakers." Joymakers get to cheer
for the kids and take a few pictures when they take off and land. They will actually go
right onto the tarmac for this!

Cindy McGrann, DHS Guidance Counselor, works as a “flight coordinator” which
means she is assigned to a family and follows them through. Thank you to Cindy
McGrann and the Above The Clouds organization for providing this opportunity for
DHS students.
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COVID-19 Update
Information gathered over the summer as COVID-19 data for Dedham shows a
continued steady increase in cases registered in the town over the past 2 weeks.
While the district is no longer required to keep track of and/or report COVID-19 positive
cases, our nurses continue to keep pretty accurate records based upon their close
relationships with students and families.  Since early September, the district has been
notified of 24 positive COVID-19 cases.  This includes 17 students and 7 adults.

The CDC continues to list Norfolk County in the “Moderate” community level
category by their designation criteria. The MWRA COVID-19 concentrations in
wastewater over the past two weeks have seen a fairly consistent and significant
increasing level of virus. However, in the past 2 days these levels have appeared to
peak and slightly subside.   Please take a look at the graph below to be aware of the
most current trends in the area and across the state
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